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WHEN 2 
PUBLIC 
HEALTH 
CRISES 
COLLIDE 


California officials 
scramble to shelter 
homeless people 
before full brunt of 
the coronavirus hits. 


By ANITA CHABRIA, 
SUSANNE RUST 
AND MAURA DOLAN 


SACRAMENTO — Novel 
coronavirus and homeless- 
ness are colliding, forcing 
California leaders to launch 
the unimaginable — a mas- 
sive effort to move those on 
the streets into hotels, mo- 
tels and shelters within days 
to protect both them and a 
healthcare system that 
COVID-19 could soon over- 
whelm. 

State models show that 
60,000 homeless people 
could contract the novel 
coronavirus in the next eight 
weeks, with up to 20% of 
those people needing hospi- 
talization. 

That would mean Cali- 
fornia would need 12,000 
hospital beds just for those 
living on the streets — a for- 
midable number for a state 
that is already struggling to 
find extra capacity to man- 
age the pandemic before 


hospitals become over- 
crowded and unsafe with too 
many patients. 


To avoid that prospect, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom has di- 
rected local governments to 
procure hundreds of facili- 
ties statewide — hotels, mo- 
tels, recreation centers — to 
house the most vulnerable. 
Some cities and counties are 
already moving forward. 

“This is essentially a 
threat to the population 
generally,” said Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas, co-chair of 
Newsom’s statewide task 

[See Crises, A8] 


MORE COVERAGE 


Congress weighs 
working remotely 


Some lawmakers say the 
House and Senate may 
need to work from home 
and end face-to-face 
voting. NATION, A12 


LAX screenings 
draw criticism 


Travelers say virus 
checks are haphazard, 
and health experts say 
they’re futile and can do 
harm. CALIFORNIA, B1 


A fast-changing 
U.S. jobless rate 


After years of declining 
layoffs, the coronavirus 
outbreak has raised the 
specter of massive unem- 
ployment. BUSINESS, C1 
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DAVID BARKER, 56, visits a friend living in a tent on skid row in downtown Los Angeles, Barker, who isn’t 
homeless, works in the area. City and county officials are working to move homeless people off the streets. 


Jobs vanish as economy is jolted 


Across Southern 
California, workers 
feel the pain. Some 
have safety nets; 
others are in free fall. 


By MARGOT ROOSEVELT 
AND ANDREW KHOURI 


In the working-class city 
of Pico Rivera, Melanie San- 
tos, 26, made ends meet asa 
substitute math teacher for 
$120 a day and had an occa- 
sional gig dishing food-truck 
chicken wings. 

Thirty-seven miles away, 
in a leafy Pacific Palisades 
enclave, Louise Sandy, 52, 
ran a one-woman business 
baking custom-designed 
cakes for birthdays and 
baby showers that sell for as 
much as $800 each. 

Now the two women have 
something in common: Both 
have seen their work evapo- 
rate in the coronavirus tsu- 


nami that has engulfed Cali- 
fornia’s economy. 
Workers across vast 


swaths ofthe Golden State’s 
labor market are feeling the 
pain. Wealthy, poor and lev- 
els in between. Young, old 
and middle-age. 

Some are in free fall. Oth- 
ers have safety nets. But for 
all, the losses are sudden 
and staggering. 

“Honestly, none of us in 
this generation have ever 
been through anything like 
this,” said Santos, who 
doesn’t know how long she 
can pay for her half of the 
condo mortgage she shares 
with her mom. “We can’t 
process it.” 

Sandy can fall back on 
her husband’s marketing job 
but, nonetheless, laments 
the collapse of a hands-on 
business painstakingly built 
over seven years. 

“Tve had six cancella- 

[See Jobs, A12] 
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MELANIE SANTOS, recently laid off, outside her Pico Rivera condo: “Honestly, 
none of us in this generation have ever been through anything like this.” 


Officials’ warnings on federal 
budget cuts went unheeded 


Lost funds leave state desperate for health resources 


By PATRICK MCGREEVY 
AND JACK DOLAN 


California public health 
officials have repeatedly 
warned over the last decade 
that federal budget cuts 
were weakening their ability 
to respond to a widespread 
health crisis like the current 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Despite the warnings, 
elected leaders cut millions 
of dollars in federal grants 
and other funding to Califor- 
nia state and county health 


agencies, reducing the num- 
ber of medical workers, 
including epidemiologists, 
and jeopardizing the ability 
to do lab tests and quickly 
set up mobile hospitals, ac- 
cording to interviews and re- 
cords reviewed by The 
Times. 

The budget woes have 
left California desperate for 
more resources, including 
test kits and hospital beds. 

A year ago, Riverside 
County Public Health Direc- 
tor Kim Saruwatari warned 
state lawmakers at a public 


Virus sends some filmgoers to drive-ins 


Amid calls for social distancing, the venues see an uptick in business 


By DANIEL MILLER 


Brenna Coogle frequented the Pa- 
ramount Drive-In as a child growing 
up in Lakewood but hadn’t been there 


in about 30 years. 


On Tuesday night, however, she 
decided to visit it for a showing of 
Pixar Animation Studios’ “Onward” 
with her 9-year-old son and friends. 

Moments before previews began, 
Coogle stood near her car under a 
darkening sky and considered how the 
coronavirus had upended daily life. 
She said the widening pandemic 
made her feel she couldn’t go most 
places — including a conventional 
movie theater — and she yearned fora 


distraction. 


“So, Day Two of home school, we 
are all cooped up in the house, and this 
was a way to go out and still be distant 
from other people but not at our 


house,” Coogle said. 


Drive-in theaters have long been 


viewed as an anachronistic diversion 
[See Drive-ins, A9] 


WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 
MICHAEL RAY, 11, views a trailer at Paramount Drive-In on Tues- 
day. Its owner says ticket sales that day were at least double the usual. 


hearing that the staff and 
budget cuts would be a seri- 
ous problem in the face of 
an emergency such as a 
pandemic. 

Now her fears have come 
to fruition. 

The funding cuts, par- 
ticularly to federal grants 
meant to bolster local prepa- 
rations, have left Riverside 
County with “fewer trained 
staff to conduct case investi- 
gations and contact tracing, 
fewer epidemiologists to as- 
sist with analysis, fewer lab 

[See Budget, A8] 
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U.S. 


issues 
strict 
travel 
advisory 


State Dept. warns 
against international 
trips and urges all 
Americans abroad 
to return home. 


By TRACY WILKINSON 
AND CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Issu- 
ing one of its toughest re- 
strictions yet to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
the Trump administration 
warned Americans on 
Thursday to avoid all inter- 
national travel and advised 
U.S. citizens currently over- 
seas to come home or pre- 
pare to remain where they 
are indefinitely. 

And in further global dis- 
ruption from the widening 
pandemic, the White House 
announced late Thursday 
that the June summit of the 
Group of 7 top economies, 
scheduled to be held at 
Camp David, Md., will be 
scratched and replaced by 
videoconference. Prepara- 
tions leading up to the sum- 
mit had already shifted to 
teleconferences. 

The moves came as Sen- 
ate Republicans and Demo- 
crats outlined competing 
ideas for an expected $1-tril- 
lion stimulus package to lim- 
it the financial fallout. 

Conversations were 
underway behind closed 
doors, but it remained un- 
clear when an agreement 
would be reached, even as 
the economic damage 
spreads and the stock mar- 
ket teeters. If ultimately ap- 
proved and signed by Presi- 
dent Trump, the package 
would be the third emer- 
gency measure since the cri- 
sis began. 

Trump had already par- 
tially closed the U.S. border 
with Canada and is pre- 
pared to do so with Mexico 
as soon as Friday. He has 
also restricted entry of non- 
U.S. citizens flying from Eu- 
rope. But the advisory is- 
sued Thursday by the State 
Department, believed to be 
the widest of its kind, could 
trigger the greatest disrup- 
tion yet on travel by Ameri- 
cans. 

“The Department of 
State advises U.S. citizens to 
avoid all international travel 
due to the global impact of 
COVID-19,” the agency said, 
issuing its highest level of 
warning, known as Level 4, a 
category usually reserved 
for extremely dangerous lo- 
cations such as Syria or Iran. 

It is not an outright pro- 
hibition and does not men- 
tion exemptions for busi- 
ness or essential travel. 
However, it presumably 
would absolve the State De- 

[See Travel, A6] 


To Los Angeles Times 
home delivery subscribers 


We have received questions about health and safety 
precautions as our community confronts the 


coronavirus. 


The World Health Organization has stated that it 
is safe to receive packages, including in areas 
affected by the coronavirus. Our production 
process is fully automated, which minimizes human 
contact with the newspapers. In addition, The 
Times has asked our distributors to take the 
recommended precautions during this period, 
including requiring newspaper carriers to practice 
social distancing and personal hygiene, or stay 


home if they are sick. 


We are also encouraging our print subscribers to 
activate their access to the website, eNewspaper 
and app. This will help ensure that you have access 
to the most current information and reporting on 
the coronavirus. Go to: latimes.com/activate. 


If you have questions about your subscription or 
would like to contact customer service, please visit 
the member site for the most current information: 


membership.latimes.com. 


Thank you, 


Chris Argentieri, President & COO, Los Angeles Times 
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